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St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church  

2738 MacArthur View, San Antonio, Texas 78217 
July 2016                                                        www.smumcsa.org 

Just Say Yes! 
 
Annual Conference really turned us around 180 degrees from all 
previous Conferences – literally.  The Conference leaders flipped 
the room so that what had been the back was now the front, and 
vice versa.  Other changes added to our challenge to think in new 
ways.  Those external changes, coupled with Bishop Robert 
Schnase acting as Interim Bishop for Annual Conference, opened 
our minds, as delegates and clergy, to possibilities of new ways of 
being the Church. 
 
On our second morning together, Bishop Schnase taught us from 
his book, “Just Say Yes!”   He urged us to watch for the Spirit’s 
leading in motivating people here to bring forward ministries within 
the vision and mission of the Church.  He stressed that we can, 
inadvertently, often thwart those ministries by wanting to be faith-
ful to tradition, following good, but possibility Spirit-numbing ap-
proval processes, and other practices.  We mean well, but we 
miss the organic growth possibilities right in front of us. 
 
SMUMC’s next step is our Vision Statement.  The Spirit is already 
working in our Vision Team to create that Statement.  At the same 
time, our next ministries are being formed in the hearts of our 
people in our Church  - ministries that will draw people more into 
the likeness of Christ, that will help us carry the Good News into the world, that will help 
us meet the mission of Jesus here, now. 
 
Please be in prayer for our Church, our Sr. Pastor, and the ministries that are about to 
come forth.  We are a church following Christ, on the move, and into the world.  
 
 
      Associate Pastor, 
      Susan Porr  
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Average Church and  
 Sunday  School  

Attendance 
April 2016 

Through 
May 2016 

WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 

8:30 a.m.—Traditional Worship Service/
Sanctuary 

11:00 a.m.—Blended Worship   Service/
Sanctuary 

 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m. 
 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor 
  Alan Delafield 

 
Associate Pastor  

Susan Porr 
 

Associate Pastor of Agua Viva  
Veronica Harvey 

 

Business Administrator  
  Hermy Rudloff 

 

Children & Family Ministries Director 
  Judy Langford 

 

College/Youth Ministries Director 
  Tim Diemert 

 

Day School Director 
Nikki Irving  

 

Secretary 
 Diana Garza 

 

Music Director 
 Amy Ballenger 

 

Organist 
Irwin Witebsky  

 

Nursery Coordinator 
 Annalie Tamez 

 

Custodian 
Raul Menesess  

 
 
 

 
Church Office Hours 

 

Monday-Thursday 
 9:00 am to 4:00pm 

 

 Friday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Phone: (210) 822-0252 
Fax:  (210) 828-2195 

 

Church Email Address 
Information@smumcsa.org 

 

St. Matthew’s Website 
www.smumcsa.org 

 

St. Matthew’s Day School 
Phone:  (210) 826-4850 

Bible Studies at St. Matthew’s 
Monday: 
 

Monday Night Bible Study, 7:00 pm,  Room 105  
   

Tuesday: 
Women of Faith, 8:00 am,  Room 105  (Break until September 6) 
Tuesday Morning Bible Study, 9:30 am, Room 105 
 
 

Wednesday: 
 
 

Agua Viva Woman's Bible Study 10:00 am , Fellowship Hall  
Agua Viva Spanish Discipleship Class, 6:30 pm, Room 301 
 
 
 

Administrative Board  2016: 
Chairman    Eugene Hileman 

Vice Chairman   Ralph Pipes 

Lay Leader for 8:30 am   Jo Reinschmidt 

Lay Leader for 11:00 am   Anne Verner 
 

Conference Delegate  Carolyn Twyford 

Conference Delegate Alternate Jo Reinschmidt 

Treasurer    Mike Verner 

Secretary    Jeanie Etter 

COM Chair    Steve Schrader  

Finance Chair   Fred Long 

SPRC Chair     Bill Twyford 
 

Month      Church                Sunday School 
        Small Groups  
  
April    171            104 
May   170              98 
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   SUNDAY  SCHOOL  FOR  ALL  AGES   9:45  AM 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL FOR ALL AGES 9:45 AM 
 

PRESCHOOL 3 TO 4 YEAR OLDS – Meet in Room 606. Contact person: 
Judy Langford (822-0252 ext. 105) 
 
KINDER THROUGH 1ST GRADE – Meet in room 604 Contact person: Judy 
Langford (822-0252 ext. 105) 
 
ELEMENTRY 2ND THROUGH 4TH GRADE – Explore the Bible using 
music, art, science, games, story, and cooking.  They meet in Room 611. Contact 
person: Judy Langford (822-0252 ext. 105) 
 
TWEENS: 5TH THROUGH 6TH GRADE – Meet in room 602 Contact person: 
Judy Langford (822-0252 ext. 105) 
 
YOUTH 7TH THROUGH 12TH GRADE  – Meet in the Youth Building. Con-
tact Youth Team:  Tim and Kelli Diemert (940-594-8633) 
 
COME AND SEE CLASS (All ages) – Meet in Room 301 (Deats Bldg). A dis-
cipleship class on knowing Christ and making him known. Studying 
“Encounters with Jesus” by Timothy Keller.  Contact person: Jim Humphries 
(494-0112) assisted by John Shero 
 
NEW SEASONINGS CLASS (Middle Adult) – Meet in Room 603. Studying 

“The Heart of Christianity”. Contact person: David Mack (654-0162) 
 
SONSHINE CLASS (Senior Adult) – Meet in Room 605. Studying “The Book of Mark”. Contact person: Marsha 
Humphries (494-0112) 
 
VOYAGERS CLASS (Senior Adult) – Meet in Room 601. Adult Bible Study Workbook/Study (Spring 2016). 
Contact person: Frank Tyk (655-2324) 

 
FRIENDS OF FAITH CLASS (Young & Middle Adult) – Meet in the Fellowship Hall.  Contact person: Greg 
Klaerner (402-3711) 
 
COVENANT BELIEVERS CLASS (Middle Adult) – Meet in the conference room. Starting a new study “The 
Call: The Life and Message of Apostle Paul” by Adam Hamilton.  Contact persons: Anne Verner (655-7380) or Ju-

 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP  
REFRESHMENT TIME - 2016 

 
 June   Covenant Believers 
 July   New Seasonings  
 August  Friends of Faith  
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Monday Night Bible Study 

7:00 PM  -  Room 105 
 
 
 
 

The “The Star of Bethlehem.” 
This DVD has been described as  . . . “fascinating and 

meticulously researched,” and “wide ranging and insightful scholarship.” 
It involves astronomical examination of the stars during the period when  

Christ was born.  A very good and thought provoking video. 
  

Although our Bible study uses DVD’s to inform participants and stimulate  
discussion, the playback of topic material can be stopped by anyone attending.   

We plan for the study sessions to last one hour.  Bottom line is that we maintain flexibility as 
to the session ending time but the latest 

we have run in the past was about 8:15 p.m. 
  

During our first two sessions in 2016 we will vote on topics to follow  
“The Star of Bethlehem.”  Choices include but are not limited to those  

listed below.  MANY MORE TITLES ARE AVAILABLE 
   

“Ancient Roads from Christ to Constantine” presents the first three  
hundred years of Christian faith.  Six hours of material “Birth of a Faith,” 

“The Great Missionary,” “Age of the Apostles,” “From Apocalypse to Heresies,”  
“Pagans and the Cult of Martyrs,” and “Constantine.” 

  
“The Lost Tomb of Jesus” 105 minutes by Simca Jacobovici.   

Controversial topic. 
  

Old Testament “Bible Battles.”  100 minutes.  “. . . explores the biblical  
world from a military perspective from the time of Abraham to David’s  

ascension to the throne.” 
  

“Bible Stories for the Whole Family.” Will take between 12 and 14 sessions to cover all ma-
terial or we may choose individual topics. Disks include  

“Esther and the King,” “Joseph and His Brethren,” “The Power of the Resurrection,”  
“The Great Commandment,” “Hill Number One,” “I Beheld His Glory,” “Martin Luther,”  

  
For questions: Call Ken Lingle, (210) 655-8539.  Oh yes, we meet in the 

Conference Room, Room 105.  Hope to see you there.  
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Not Meeting in July & August  

Wesley Class 
 

A Wesley Class helps people make lasting friendships and 
develop an awareness of God in everyday life 

 
Wesley Class Monday evenings at 7:00 pm in room 603 

Wesley Class Wednesday at 6:30 pm in room 603 
 

Contact person : Pastor Alan Delafield  
210-822-0252  

New Tweens Sunday School 
Class 

We now have a class of 5th and 6th graders that 
meet on Sunday mornings at 9:45 in room 602.  
Thank you to the following adults that have stepped 
up to be their teachers on Sundays. 
 Maria Cantu  Heather Herrmann  
 Mike Langford  Robert Freund       
  Jack and Lucy Hoover 
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Nikki Irving and Staff 
St. Matthew’s  Day School 
dayschool@smumcsa.org 

Phone—210-826-4850 
Website www.smumcsa.org 

The summer is here and St. Matthew’s UMC Day School has been enjoying every minute of it.  
The Luau last month was so much fun. You can see from the pictures that they really enjoyed them-
selves, nothing like the smile of a child to melt your heart.   St. Matthew’s Day School would like 
to send a great big thank you to all the volunteers that were able to come out and help with the 
playground work day. The Day School board made sure that everyone went home with a full belly, 
those sloppy joes was delicious. Again Thank you all the children love their new toys.  St. Mat-
thew’s summer camp 2016 is in full force; Mrs. Holly, Ms. Brandy and Ms. Allyssa are keeping 
them super busy this summer. They have a great summer planned ahead for them. God is continu-
ously blessing St. Matthew’s each day we receive several inquiries about childcare where were of-
ten able to help, but sometime we aren’t.  We have some exciting and fun activities planned for the 
month of July. On July 1st, 2016 we will host an Independence Day parade on our playground. We 
would like to honor all the past, future, and present military personnel. If you or a family member 
has served our country we ask that you come join us at 11:00 on the playground to enjoy the pa-
rade. .  In observance of the Fourth of July we will be closed Monday July 4th, 2016.  Vacation Bi-
ble School at St. Matthew’s will be held the week of July 11th-15th, the Orange, Red, Yellow, and 
Teal room are all excited about attending this year.   On July 22nd, we will host a “bring your parent 
to art time day”. How fun it will be, to allow the parents to see how “art” goes in the classroom 
with their child. Art activities will be held from 11:00-11:30. God is blessing St. Matthew’s Sum-
mer has just begun and were only 14 spaces away from having all classroom closed,  when schools 
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Annual Conference 2016 

Mission Breakfast—courtesy of Gene Hileman.  A presentation was made 
of the recent disaster response efforts following the flood in Wimberley and 
the surrounding areas. 

The booth at Annual Conference  
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 VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 
           July 11th - 15th 
           9:00 am to noon 
           Ages 4 years to Fifth Grade.  
         Jesus is the Light of the World! 

ARTS CAMP—”Jonah and the Whale” 

                                         Aug. 10th - 13th  

              5:30 - 8:00 pm, supper included 

        God told Jonah to go to Nineveh, but Jonah didn’t think God understood the circumstanc-
es.  Instead, Jonah decided to go down to Joppa on a fishing trip, only to end up as the bait. 
Learn about Jonah’s lessons and how God used him through music (hand chimes), art and dra-
ma for elementary school age children (incoming 2nd—6th grades).  Contact Judy Langford 
at 822-0252 for more information.  

                                        Performance for parents on Thursday evening at 7:30 pm. 
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Summer is here with graduations, vacations and a lot of free time for some 
youth in our community.  We have put together an action packed summer 
with events scheduled for the youth & tweens.  From mission trips, day 
trips, community service to the best of all summer camps.  If you would like 
to help sponsor a kid to go to camp or mission, please see Tim or Kelli.   
Sometimes camp is the only time kids get to disconnect form the world and 
connect with God on a personal level.  These summer events are where lives 
are changed.  Please contact me today to consider sponsoring a kid or just 
make a donation to help them connect with God on a more personal level.   
 
July 5-8 Tweens Summer camp (5&6th grade) 
 
Summer Camp for (tweens) 5th & 6th graders 
 
July 10-14 Jr High Mission Trip (7th&8th grade) 
 
Serving in Mission   
 
July 18-21 Youth summer Camp (7th-12th grade) 
 
Summer Camp for youth  
 
Please check for more information and more dates involved for the summer on the youth page. 
 
Tim Diemert  
Director of Youth Ministries 
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ATTENTION ALL UMW LADIES 
 
Our annual “Christmas in July” at Stonebrook Manor off Broadway, 1841 Flamingo, (they will 
NOT move until Jan. 2017) will be held on Thursday, July 14th.  We will leave the church in groups, 
for any who wish to come, at 10:15 am to be there by 10:30 am. 
Following the visit, we will go to lunch at Chili’s (Broadway & 410). Please let me know if you 
plan to go. 
 
We will need to provide gift bags for approximately 86 residents.  If you can donate the items for 
several residents, it would be appreciated.  If you can’t shop, but want to contribute money, it is al-
ways needed.   I will send out an approximate number of male and females soon. 
 
THESE ARE SUGGESTIONS; DO WHAT YOU CAN, YOU DO NOT NEED TO GET ALL 
ITEMS. 
 
Women                                                                                Men 
Manicure sets w/ polish                                                    Backscratchers 
Socks.  Scarfs, Hair bands, Hair pins                                Socks, Scarfs, Caps 
Rubber Bracelets                                                                 Rubber Bracelets 
Bubbles                                                                                 Bubbles 
Puzzles (Lg. pc, 50-100 pc.)                                               Puzzles (Lg. pc. 50-100 pc.) 
Pen and Paper or tablet                                                     Pen and Paper or tablet 
Books, Bibles (large print)                                                  Books, Bibles (large print) 
Word Search (large print)                                                  Word Search (large print)  
Baby dolls (clean new or used,)                                        Small stuffed animals 
 
Loretta told me the residents love to feed the birds, so…..Bird seed is a good idea. 
Also they play bingo and could use small coin purses for their winnings. 
 
Suggested places to purchase items are Dollar General, Family Dollar, The Dollar Tree, 99 cent 
store, Walmart, Target, etc. 
 
Jo Ann Lieberman has generously donated the bags.  Show her you appreciate her when you see her.  
Please place all your items in a plastic bag and label man or woman.  Please give your items to your 
circle chair or Carolyn Twyford or leave in church office designated for UMW. 
 
WE WILL NEED ALL OF YOUR ITEMS BY SUNDAY, JULY 10th to allow time to assemble the 
bags’ 
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There will be no General Meetings 
 July or August 

 

Book Nook 
We don’t meet in July, but check out our table in the Fellowship Hall. 

Everyone is welcomed to read a good book! 
Put Wednesday, August 17th on your calendar.  

Bring a sack lunch and join us in Room#105 in the office at 11:30 to discuss:  
      

Mission u, July 8-10,  
Mt. Wesley, Kerrville TX  

Come join the Rio Texas Conference UMW in Kerrville, TX, 
for a fun filled learning experience with men and women 

throughout the Rio Texas Conference. 
The studies are:  
Climate Justice, 

The Bible and Human Sexuality, 
Latin America 

Contact Lesley Rice for registration information 

THE WEIGHT OF MERCY:  
A Novice Pastor on the City Streets  

by : Deb Richardson-Moore 

I LOVE GROWING OLDER,  
BUT I’LL NEVER GROW OLD  

By: J. Ellsworth Kalas 

 
 
 

H.O.P.E.- Tuesday, July 12, 6:30, Youth Bldg, contact Annelie Tamez 
Lady Bugs- contact Kelli Diemert 

Joint Circles-Thursday, July 14, about 11:30, meets for lunch  
at Chili’s (Broadway & 410) following Christmas in July at Stonebrook Manor  

contact Carolyn Twyford    
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Disaster Response in the UMC 
 

The United Methodist Church and its agency UMCOR stand at the ready to respond in times of 
disaster.  The past year has been a record year in our conference for the ferocity of nature.  
Floods, fires and tornadoes have ravaged Central Texas, Coastal Texas, Piney Woods and the 
Rio Grande Valley.  The church responds by dispatching volunteers and UMCOR provides 
funds and training for the volunteers. 
Eugene Hileman, our Rio Texas Conference Disaster Response Coordinator, has worked tire-
lessly to send relief and assistance throughout our Rio Texas Conference and into east Texas 
following recent devastating flooding.  Our part in this effort is to recruit volunteers and raise 
funds.  UMCOR funding is never enough!  Volunteers from our church have recently worked in 
Martindale, Aransas Pass, Ingleside, Bastrop, Smithville, Wimberley, Floresville, and other dis-
aster locations to directly serve persons in need. Early Response Team training is required to 
participate in the cleanup portions of a disaster, plus additional training to serve on a chain saw 
group.  Long term recovery teams require no training to accomplish tasks such as replacing 
sheetrock, cabinets, trim, doors and other restoration needs.  
Our congregation recently raise $610 plus an additional $450 this past week, enough to assem-
ble 23 flood cleanup kits. These will go to our conference warehouse in Kerrville, ready to send 
to the next disaster. The Rio Texas Conference distributed over 1300 flood buckets in the past 
year. For more information, call Eugene Hileman or Larry Etter (Las Misiones District Disaster 
Response Coordinator, 210-416-4117).  Visit the conference website at http://riotexas.org/
disaster-response. 

UNDER THE BRIDGE MINISTRY 
 

Our Church Family will be feeding the homeless on  
Sunday,  July 24th  

Signup at “Signup genius” or call the Holland’s 
at 210-824-5363 or 

Diane at St. Matthew’s Church Office  
210-822-0252 

 for food contributions. 
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Wednesday Fun Days in June have begun. On the 15th,  6 children and 5 adults enjoyed 
playing in the park, grilled hot dogs and some fun times together.  More pictures to come of 
our pool party and trip to the Doseum.   
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        The St. Matthew’s Messenger 
 
      This is a new article page that will be available  
                                         for anyone to: 
 

express joys, announcements, celebrations, special needs of 
jobs or articles you need in your home, sharing your talents or 
gifts, thank you’s, and other sentiments.  Please call Diane at 
822-0252 or email to information@smumcsa.org by the 3rd Fri-
day of each month, which is the monthly Monitor article dead-

Synthia Collins is a Certified C.N.A  and does home health care on weekends.  If you know of 
someone needing a loving, caring provider,  please contact her at 210-902-6557.   
 

Anyone needing a ride to the doctor, or grocery shopping or picking up prescriptions—our Nur-
ture Ministry can help you, so please call the church office and let them know. 
 

REMINDER:   
 

We do not have up-to-date information for 40% of our church family.  Please notify us of your new 
or updated home phone number, cell number, work numbers, change of address, and email address-
es and changes.  We receive phone calls every day where members are trying to reach other mem-
bers, and we can’t help them, because our information is not up-to-date.  We still have work num-

Thank you to everyone for the prayers, cards, visits, 
and well-wishes after Mother's fall and during her 
subsequent hospitalizations and times at re-
hab.  Thanks also for the prayers, cards, donations, 
food , and offers of support upon her passing. 
Thanks to Rev. Porr and to Amy and the choir for 
making her service special and to the Church mem-
bers who served as pallbearers in the absence of 
enough family members. Thanks also for the recep-
tion following the service .   
 
Jo Ann and John Lieberman 
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United Methodist Church 

2738 MacArthur View 
San Antonio, TX  78217-4503 

      Piano 
   Lessons by 
 
 
 
 

Irwin Witebsky - 
St. Matthew’s organist 
Expert instruction for a 

reasonable fee 
Please call (210) 690-2188 

Comfort-Air Engineering, Inc. 

“A New Generation of Comfort!” 

11403 Jones Maltsberger /  www.comfort-air.com  /  Phone: 210-494-1691 

Robert & Georganne Freund 
St. Matthew’s members since 1984 

Commercial  /  Residential  /  Sales & Service 

 

St. Matthew’s is all about  FAMILY!!! 
 

Come see what God is doing at St. Matthew’s!!!! 
 

July 2016 

    Check out our awesome website at  - www.smumcsa.org 


