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New Wine in New Wineskins 

     Each year the churches in our Conference gather to do the business 
of the church on a larger level than the local congregation.  Sometimes 
the decisions made make little impact on the local church.  But one deci-
sion we passed by a large majority this year will.  This year the churches, 
represented by the pastors and an equal number of lay people, voted to 
unify the Southwest Texas Conference with the Rio Grande Conference.  
Most people won’t see the change right away but over time we will see a 
new energy in the church as we are better equipped to reach people for 
Christ that we have never been able to reach before. 
 

     The Rio Grande Conference is made up of Methodist churches who 
began reaching out to Hispanic speaking people for Christ many years 
ago.  Their ministry is more vital to our area than ever before.  The vast 
majority of Methodist churches in the Southwest Texas Conference are 
made up of white, Anglo members like our church.  We are aging along 
with most of the other Methodist churches in our conference and don’t 
seem to be able to reach the new demographics of our area.   

  

 

     Our impact for Christ is slipping away, but the unification will help us learn how to reach the majority 
of people in our area.  So many times when we have talked about growing the church, I have heard peo-
ple say, “I don’t know anyone who doesn’t already go to church.”  The apostles weren’t concerned with 
growing the Jewish “church.”  They wanted people to know that the God of Love came to earth in human 
form to offer that Love to everyone.  The same God offers forgiveness and a personal relationship to eve-
ryone who comes to him today.   
 
     The message hasn’t changed in 2,000 years.  The God of Love still offers a relationship that sets us 
free from our self centeredness and makes us whole.  Have you experienced wholeness through a rela-
tionship with God through Jesus Christ?  Then you know the message the Apostles took to the world.  
How much has that relationship changed you?  Wouldn’t you want to see more people experience that 
change?  Not everyone will be interested in God’s offer but it is God’s offer, not ours. 
 
     The unification will do away with both conferences and a new conference, Rio Texas, will be born on 
January 1, 2015.  The goal of the Rio Texas Conference is not to keep the churches alive, but to find new 
ways to reach a people and a culture with the good news.  We don’t have to go anywhere to be mission-
aries.  The mission field is right here around us.  What will change us is seeing new people experience 
the love and wholeness found only in Christ, Jesus. 

                                                             Alan 
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Average Church and  

 Sunday  School  

Attendance 

March 2014 

Through 

May 2014 

 
 

Sunday Morning Worship 
 

8:30 a.m.—Traditional Worship Service/Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m.—Blended Worship   Service/Sanctuary 

 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m. 
 

Wednesday Communion Praise Service 
6:00 p.m.      Abel Chapel 

WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

          Pastor’s Office Hours 
 

Monday: 9:00 a.m.— 4:00 p.m. 
 

Tuesday 9:00 a.m.—Noon 
 

Wednesday:  1:00 p.m.—3:00 p.m. 
 

Thursday: 9:00 a.m.—Noon 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor 
  Alan Delafield 

 

 

Business Administrator  

  Hermy Rudloff 
 

Children & Family Ministries Director 

   Judy Langford 
 
 

College/Youth Ministries Director 
    Tim Diemert 

 
 

Day School Director 
Kelly LaRose 

 

 

Secretary 
  Carolyn Johnston 

 
 

Music Director 
 David Cain 

 

Organist 
Irwin Witebsky 

 
 

Handbell Director  
 Susan Collins 

 

Nursery Coordinator 
 Annalie Tamez 

Church Office Hours 
 

Monday-Thursday 
 9:00 am to 4:00pm 

 

 Friday - 9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Phone:  (210) 822-0252 

Fax:  (210) 828-2195 
 

Church Email Address 
Information@smumcsa.org 

 

St. Matthew’s Website 
www.smumcsa.org 

 

St. Matthew’s Day School 
Phone:  (210) 826-4850 

Fax:  (210) 822-5425 
dayschool@smumcsa.org 

Bible Studies at St. Matthew’s 
 

Monday Night Bible Study  7:00 pm, Room 601 
 

Women of Faith Bible Study, Tuesday 8:00 am, Room 105 
 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study 9:30 am.,  Room 105 

        (Summer:  First Tuesday of  each month) 
 

Pastor’s Bible Study, Wednesday evening 6:15 pm,  Abel Chapel 
 

UMW Circle Bible Studies—see UMW page in this Monitor 
 

Administrative Board  2014: 

Chairman    Eugene Hileman 

Vice Chairman   Mike Collins 

Lay Leader    Jo Reinschmidt 

Conference Delegate  Kathy Cain 

Conference Delegate Alternate Jo Reinschmidt 

Treasurer    Mike Verner 

Secretary    Marianne Dorsett 

Finance Chair   Ken Lingle 

Trustee Chair   Larry Etter 

SPRC Chair    Bill Twyford 

COM     Jeanne Adams 
  

Month      Church                Sunday School 

 

March    162           86  

April (includes Easter)  212           91 

May               157           75 
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UNITED METHODIST MEN 
 

We are still meeting at 8:00 am on the second Sunday of every month in the gym for 

breakfast, and continuing our series on Lifelong Health by Dr. Robert Goodman.  The 

last lecture was on vitamins and supplements and Dr. Goodman doesn’t think they are 

really necessary, if you east properly.  I think he is going to have more to say about 

eating properly in future lectures—so come join us!!  By the way, we’re harvesting 

quite a few tomatoes and cucumbers, so stop by “Der Freund Garten” after church 

each Sunday in June and maybe even into July for the harvest God has blessed us 

with.            
      

         Robert Freund 

 

Our playground is an amazing asset not only to the Day School, 

but to the church as well.  To help keep the playground a safe and 

healthy play place we all need to work together on safety and 

health concerns.  We can do this by ensuring that the swings are 

not tossed over the top,  as this is very very dangerous when try-

ing to get the swing down.  We can also be certain that the sand-

box is covered up after each use, to keep animals out of it, as this 

becomes a big health hazard when animals get into it and start to 

use it as a potty or burry spot.   

                                                              Thank you 

St. Matthew’s Playground Con-

Dear St. Matthew’s Church Family: 
 

The Lord has blessed our Church and our Church family with a beautiful place to 

worship and  people with multiple talents to be the hands and feet of Jesus Christ.   
 

It has come to our attention that not everyone knows or understands all the ministries and groups we offer here at 

St. Matthew’s.  We are starting a new page in the Monitor where each month we will explain several different areas 

of ministry.  We pray this will help our church family to understand and become more involved in our quest to 

serve our Lord Jesus Christ.  We will explain the ministry, describe why it was created, how it works, commitment 

time and the name of the contact person.  Steve Schrader has graciously offered to write this monthly article. 
 

Your talents, assistance and input are necessary to keep our church growing with open arms to continue to welcome 

new families into our fold.  Steve will begin contacting various ministries for this research, so be ready to share 

with him any information that will be helpful in an effort to grow our ministries here at St. Matthew’s. 
 

This will  help our church family to be more aware of the ministries by October when we have our Annual Ministry 

Fair.   The first ministries he plans to research is with Gene Hileman with UMCOR and Barbara Gadsby with the 

UMW.  

              SERVE   REACH      CONNECT   ENGAGE 

Reaching Out 
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SUMMER CAMP  

AT MT. WESLEY 

BE A HERO:  

LIVING LIKE JESUS 
M.A.D. (Music/Art/Drama 4th/6th Grade)  

 July 23-26 

  10:00 am Wed. to 11:00 am Sat. 

        

     Cost $300 (partial scholarship available) 

 
 

               Registration forms are in the church office 

                         See Judy Langford for more information. 

NO PARENTS  NIGHT  OUT  
JULY OR AUGUST 

See you September 5th!!! 
6:30 –9:30 PM 

Please contact  

 Maria Cantu at 270-505-3578 

  If you have any questions 

    Heifer International 
 

     This month we were  

      able to purchase a  

llama for a Bolivian Family.   

They produce wool,  

which creates 

 income for families. 

Thank you for your 

 Quarters!!!! 
(Quarter Tower totaled $138.05) 
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PICNIC IN 

THE PARK 
Another fun day in the 

park with free play, hot 

dogs  and bubbles.  The 

rain stayed away, the 

clouds kept us a little 

cooler than usual, and we 

all enjoyed our time to-

gether.  Thanks to  Leila 

Hileman for her helping 

hands.  

Bubble
 

Fun!!!
! 
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 Saddle up your horses and get on over to SonWest Roundup as we travel 

down the trail through the Old Testament stories of Moses to    discover God’s 

ultimate plan of salvation in Jesus, because “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday 

and today and forever” (Hebrews 13: 8) 
 

   Each morning  will include a rip-roarin’ good time as we explore these sto-

ries through music, crafts, games  and stories.  Each morning will also include a  

delicious snack. For more information, please contact Judy  Langford at 210-

822-0252. Registration forms are available in the office. 

ARTS CAMP 
 

AUG. 5TH, 6TH, 7TH 

5:30—8:00 PM 

Elementary school age students 
    Come learn the story of the faith of Paul 

      and Silas through story, music and art 
 

Life is filled with choices.  Life is also filled with injustice and hardship.  It is 

how we choose to “react” to difficulties that  determines a joyful spirit or a 

bitter heart. Paul and Silas’ reaction to their experiences in Philippi gives us an 

excellent example to follow in making choices.  For more information, please 

contact Judy Langford.  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL  
 

ST. MATTHEW’S UMC 
 

WHEN:   JULY 14—18 

9:00 AM to NOON 

Ages 4 years to Fifth Grade 
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St. Matthew’S  Day  School  chatter 

Summer is here and St. Matthew’s UMC Day School has been enjoying every minute of it.  It was 

hard to see our Pre-K class graduate and leave us, but we know that they are more knowledgeable 

and ready for all Kindergarten has for them. Mrs. Connie and Mrs.  Anne did an amazing job with 

them this year!  The carnival last month was so much fun.  Each class had a blast and from the pic-

tures you can see that they really enjoyed themselves, nothing like the smiling of a child to melt your 

heart.  Summer camp 2014 is on the way and Mrs. Holly and the class is off to exploring.  They have 

a great summer planned ahead for them.  God continues to bless St. Matthew’s, as each day we re-

ceive several inquiries about childcare that we often are able to help.  During the month of July we 

will host a “Bring your parent to school day.”   How fun will it be, to allow the parents to see how a 

normal day goes in the classroom with their child.  In observance of the Fourth of July we will be 

closed Friday July 4th, 2014.  Happy Independence Day!!!! 

 

Kelly LaRose and Staff 

St. Matthew’s  Day School 
dayschool@smumcsa.org 
Phone—210-826-4850 
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WESLEY HEALTH 

& WELLNESS CENTER 
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Thank you to volunteers who are making a difference with our youngest St. 

Matt’s family members.  It’s never too late to join this wonderful ministry 

which happens at 11:00 in the nursery every Sunday morning.   For more 

information contact Judy Langford at 822-0252. 

       Hugger and Rocker Schedule 
 

July 6  Cindy Campbell 

July 13 Beth Coletta 

July 20 Debbie Barrow 

July 27 Christine Diemert/Emily Lesch 

Aug. 3 Courtney Demers/Karrisa Schenck-Mason 

SUNDAY FELLOWSHIP REFRESHMENT TIME—2014 
 

July   Sonshine    August  Voyagers   

September Covenant Believers  October  New Seasonings 

November Friends of Faith  December Sonshine 

NEW ADULT FELLOWSHIP TIME - July 9th 
A new group is forming to enjoy lunch, fellowship and games once a month.                                                                             

Bring a brown bag lunch along with your favorite game.  

Drinks and dessert will be provided.   This group is for any aged person. 

We will meet at 12:30 pm in the Fellowship Hall on July 9th 

Please consider joining us, as we promise you will have a great time!!!! 

Call the church office if you need a ride (822-0252). 
 

BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB 

                                       Busy Bee Club   
 

The Busy Bee Club has a  “get together” on the First Saturday evening of each month at a differ-

ent home each month, at 6:30 pm to play games, eat and have FUN!!!  Feel Free to call anyone on 

this list for more information or  to join this loving fellowship group!!! 
   July 5, 2014    Jan Leader  

 August 2, 2014   Lois Christensen 

 September 6, 2014   Goulas’ 

 October  4, 2014   Frank & LaJean Tyk 

 November 1, 2014   Not Scheduled at this time 

 December 12, 2014   Jo Reinschmidt 
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CHURCH & SOCIETY: 
 

COMING IN JULY:  Midsummer’s Night Carnival  
As you know the Church & Society Group works with the community on social justice issues. This 

year we are working on projects dealing with children in need here in Bexar County. One of our pro-

jects is the Midsummer’s Night Carnival.  
 

The Midsummer’s Night Carnival is an event that the Church 

& Society Group is sponsoring with CPS (Children Protec-

tion Services) specifically for the Bexar County area Foster 

Children and their Foster Families.  
 

This event will be on Saturday 7/26/14 on the grounds at St. 

Matthew’s United Methodist Church from 4 pm to 7 pm.  

Due to governmental regulations only approved event volun-

teers, Foster Children and their Foster Families are able to 

come. 
 

If you would like to volunteer, please contact Stephanie 

Lingle at (210) 264-8311 or slingle@satx.rr.com.  We need 

plenty of volunteers both for set up, tear down and during the 

event. If you want to volunteer during the event and are over 

14, then CPS requires a back ground check. This will be at 

no cost to the volunteer but Stephanie will need to know at 

least 30 days (6/26/14) prior to the event so that the appropriate paperwork can be filled out.  There 

will be a donation board coming in July in the Fellowship Hall for anyone that can help with specif-

ic supplies/equipment that will be needed for the event.  
 
 

Some of the volunteer needs are in the following areas: 

 Set up tables/chairs 
 Assist with food distribution 
 Assist with Water Balloon Toss 
 Assist with Pin ata event 
 Assist/supervise Moon Bounce 
 Assist with Frozen T-shirt Event 
 Assist with Craft Tables 
 Face Painter and assist with face painting 
 General staff during event for questions/run errands 
 Clean up/put up tables 
 AND AS ALWAYS:  Prayers that this will be a successful and blessed event for 

the Foster Kids 
 

Church & Society Group would like to thank everyone in advance for any assistance that can 

be provided for this event and hope this will be a bright spot this summer in the lives of these 

children. Thank you! 
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No General Meetings 

June, July and August 

See You in September!!!! 

UMW Book Club 
 

Will not meet in June or July 

August Book —Grace and Grit 

By Lilly Ledbetter. 
 

REMINDER: 

Book Club will start meeting again in August on  the third  

Wednesday of the month at 11:30 am 
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Shopping for Jesus 
 

What if every time we purchase something on line the church gets a percent of what we spend?  I would 
call that “shopping for Jesus”.  The United Methodist Church has put together an opportunity for us to do 
just that.  Certain stores have agreed to do this to boost their online shopping.  There are a lot of stores 
that we shop at all the time. 
 

It is easy.  Go to: www.umcmarket.org and set up an account in the JOIN NOW box.  That will take you 
to a page where you can view all the stores. 
 

Go to the top right hand of the page and find our church by typing in “Saint Matthews San Antonio”.  
When you click on the name you will see the church in the middle of the page.  Then click on the “How It 
Works” tab to learn the rest.  Every time anyone who is signed up purchases through the UMCMarket, 
we will receive a percent for St. Matthew’s. 

Please call the Church Office at 822-0252 if you know of someone who would like com-

munion brought to them at their home, nursing home, hospital, or rehab. We urge and 

invite anyone who would like to take communion to someone to please do this.  We on-

ly ask that you be sure to sign the book, as we keep track of who is receiving, so we do 

not overlook someone. You may contact Georganne Freund at  210-342-0348 if you 

have any questions.   Thank You!!!  

Homebound Communion Ministry 

Sacrament of Holy Baptism: 
 
Dean Everett Baumgart: 
On Sunday,  June 22, 2014  
Born  April 11, 2014 in Dallas 
 

Parents:   
Eric & Bethany  (Pipes) Baumgart 
Sister: 
Beckley Lyn Baumgart 
Grandparents: 
Ralph & Linell Pipes  
Patti Baumgart, of Dallas 
Great Grandparents: 
Effie Nell Grimes  
Marie Kline, of Kansas City, MO 
 

Little Dean wore the same baptismal outfit 
that his Daddy wore when he was baptized. 
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Chris was born in San Antonio, TX and grew up attending Christ Lutheran Church, Elm  Creek.   He studied at Texas 
Lutheran University (where he sang in the concert choir) and Luther Seminary in St. Paul, MN.   Chris lives in Min-
nesota with his family and serves as pastor of Hope Lutheran Church  in Minneapolis. 
 

He is the nephew of Carolyn Johnston and Steve Schrader.  We are asking for your support of Chris by attending 
this concert with us .       
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        The St. Matthew’s Messenger 
 

      This is a new article page that will be available  

                                         for anyone to: 

 

express joys, announcements, celebrations, special needs of 

jobs or articles you need in your home, sharing your talents or 

gifts, thank you’s, and other sentiments.  Please call Carolyn at 

822-0252 or email to information@stmattsumcsa.org by the 3rd 

Friday of each month, which is the monthly Monitor article 

deadline date. 

Synthia Collins is a Certified C.N.A  and does home health care on weekends.  If you know of 

someone needing a loving, caring provider,  please contact her at 210-902-6557.   
 

We have so many Quiet Heroes  who come to the church office week after week and donate their 

time and talents to help the office staff…..we can never thank you all enough and we could not 

make it without you!!!!   
 

This month we want to especially tip our hat to Joe Garvin!!!!  Joe is certainly one of these guys 

who never says NO.  No job is too big for him to attack.  It doesn’t matter what needs fixin, Joe is 

the guy who can do it.  We would be so lost in our church office if Joe did not wake us up in the 

mornings, with his “yet so gentle knock on our office door.”  If you are feeling down, just wait until 

Joe arrives in the office, and here comes the smiles—-Joe makes sure we get that smile on our fac-

es—every time he walks in our office.  He always manages to find something funny to say to get us 

to laugh..  We all just want to say THANK YOU JOE!!!!  WE APPRECIATE YOU VERY 

MUCH!!!!!   
 

Anyone needing a ride to the doctor, or grocery shopping or picking up prescriptions—our Nur-

ture Ministry can help you, so please call the church office and let them know. 
 

Pastor Alan’s Bible Study on Wednesday evenings we are still studying The Book of Acts.  Some 

of us can’t believe all the “stuff” we are learning, as we thought we knew it already, but finding out 

each week that we didn’t.  Please consider joining the class-it’s never too late. We begin at 6:15 pm, 

right after the Wednesday Night Praise/Communion Service that is at 6:00 pm.   
 

Monday Night Bible Study  meets at 7:00 pm in room 601 in the Educational Wing.  Richard and 

Jeanne Adams are  leading a class where we are exploring HEBREWS.   We are doing this for the 

summer, and taking it slow, so we can comprehend. We have a very interesting group and are all 

seeking to understand, so you all will certainly fit in. So why not grab your nice cold drink and join 

us?   
 

REMINDER:   

Please take note that the church office must be notified of any change of address, email changes, 

and home, work and cell  phone numbers.  Please contact the church office by phone or email to 

verify that we have  your correct information.   Information on file we show as current, however is 

actually 10 or 15 years old.  Please help us !!!!  Carolyn Johnston, Secretary 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=b0PH8VSIEUrscM&tbnid=BQuNnoCNtI29lM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fdna%2Fplace-london%2FA38426051&ei=W1wdUsWZEvPI2wXvmoHQCg&bvm=bv.51156542,d.b2I&psig=AF
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      Piano 
   Lessons by 
 
 

 
 

Irwin Witebsky - 
St. Matthew’s organist 
Expert instruction for a 

reasonable fee 
Please call (210) 690-2188 

 

Check out our awesome NEW website at  —  www.smumcsa.org 

Comfort-Air Engineering, Inc. 

“A New Generation of Comfort!” 

11403 Jones Maltsberger /  www.comfort-air.com  /  Phone: 210-494-1691 

Robert & Georganne Freund 
St. Mathew’s members since 1984 

Commercial  /  Residential  /  Sales & Service 

 

July 2014 

St. Matthew’s is all about  ———  FAMILY 
 

Come see what God is doing at St. Matthew’s!!!! 
 

IN GOD WE TRUST!!!! 


