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The Refiner’s Fire 
 Chapter 3 of the book of Malachi has strong language and symbolism.  It is the 
kind of scripture passage that I want to ignore and get on to easier, gentler passages.  It 

gives the image in verse 3 of the Messiah being a refiner that will burn away all the 

impurities of the Israelites.  I’m not sure the symbolism can be completely translated to 
Christianity but it is a part of the experience we go through.  We are being refined by God 

to be remade into his image.   
 

 Another passage of scripture that I wanted to stay away from was the teaching in 

John 15 about the dead branches being cut off and the productive branches being pruned 

to produce even more fruit.  In the back of my mind I feared that I would be cut off from 
the vine because I wasn’t being productive enough (that’s law).  We are being trimmed so 

that more of the Holy Spirit can be seen in us.  Those who are being used by the Holy Spirit 
will go through a sort of refining by getting rid of habits and sins that keep us from 

producing disciples.  That is what we are to produce isn’t it, make disciples? 
 

 

 Back to Malachi.  A refiner is someone who starts with precious metal.  The metal is 
heated up until it turns to a liquid substance.  It is at that stage the impurities rise to the 

surface to be scraped away.  When the impurities are removed, the metal is given to a 

master jeweler to be fashioned into a beautiful new creation.  The metal was probably a 
beautiful piece of jewelry to begin with but the jeweler had a vision in her head of 

something even more grand.  The people of Israel were a beautiful creation God had begun 
with Abraham and refashioned over the centuries. 
 

 If the metal was able to think it would probably look forward to the refining process 

even though it is a little uncomfortable.  Being refined meant that something new and  

beautiful was just around the corner.  It meant that the impurities that had been picked up over time would be done away 

with.  Refining is a very positive experience although unpleasant at the time. 
 
 

 I think it is fair to talk about church congregations being like the Israelites.  There are times in the history of a people 

when refining is the best thing that can happen to them.  They aren’t thrown on the scrap heap but used as the start of a “new 

thing”.  Certainly Jesus was a “new thing” to the people of Israel.  He was the catalyst that changed them from a people of law 
to a people of grace.   
 

 Congregations also go through refining times.  The ministries of a church bless many people.  But some ministries  no 
longer are viable over time and need to be trimmed off the branch.  In doing so it clears the way for the branch to add new 

ministries to those still producing the fruit God wants.  God doesn’t throw the branch in the fire and start over.  God uses the 

years of positive growth as a foundation for what the church will look like in the years to come. 
 

 We are at the time in the life of St. Matthew’s where God is refining us to reshape us into a congregation that can min-

ister to the people of today.  I am impressed at how flexible many of you are.  To finish out the process we need to have an 
understanding of what one purpose God has for St. Matthew’s.  One Methodist Church became known as the church that 

championed the underprivileged children.  Another was known as the church that takes care of senior citizens.  Still, another 

was known for its wonderful worship.  We can’t be all things so we have to ask ourselves the question, “What does God want 
us to be known for?” 
 

 I want you to pray about that question.  This fall we will have another town hall meeting to clarify the answer to that 

question based on who we have been and who we are now.  Even though the process is slow and sometimes uncomfortable 
we need to keep in mind that GOD knows what is about to be fashioned.  With prayer and holy conferencing with each other, 

WE will know what God is doing as well. 

       Alan 
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  Month           Church       Sunday School 

 

   Apr   181    87 

   May          184    81 

   June   157    73 

St. Matthew’S  Day  School  KinDer  chatter 

 

Average Church and  

Sunday  School Attendance 

April  —  June   2013 

WE   SAVED 

 

St. Matthew’s United Methodist Day School is headed to another successful year with the bless-

ings of the Lord. The Day School is excited to be able to join in with VBS. The children are ex-

cited as each day passes to learn and explore more about God while having fun at the same time. 

August will be a very busy month with St. Matthew’s Day School staff getting rooms, students, 

and calendars ready for the new school year. On August 19th, 2013 the Day School will be closed 

for a teacher professional work day.  To start our Fall 2013-2014 school year we will be hosting 

an open house on the 21st of August from 6:00-8:00 pm. During the open house students and par-

ents will be able to come out and meet the teacher, see their new rooms, order t-shirts and water 

bottles all with the St. Matthew’s Day School logo. The Scholastic Literacy Caravan will also be 

on site to allow for parents and students, as well as the St. Matthew’s United Methodist Church 

families to enjoy a literacy-building activity that is designed to show children how fun reading 

can be. St. Matthew’s Day School is proud to announce that a candidate for the St. Matthews’s 

United Methodist Church Scholarship has been chosen. The family was overjoyed, excited, and 

very appreciative of the scholarship that was awarded to them. The Day School is always looking 

for volunteers for those who are interested. We have a lot of upcoming events where an extra set 

of hands would be greatly appreciated. 

    The Staff at St. Matthew’s  Day School 

           dayschool@stmattsumcsa.org 

     Phone—210-826-4850 
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 We are looking for Volunteers/ Helpers 

 For ARTS Camp 2013 

 If you are interested 

please return form below 

or contact Judy Langford  

at the Church Office 822-0252. 

 

                       TRUSTEES    ACTIVITIES 

Trustees met on July 11, 2013 and cleared a few items on the “to do” list and added a 

few more.  A committee was appointed to handle landscaping issues such as a ground 

cover for the planting area at the front entrance to the sanctuary.  Multiple plans are 

also being prepared for enclosing the playground area behind the gym and will be 

presented at a later meeting.  The Bill Leader kitchen remodel was discussed and will 

be proceeding in stages as funding becomes available.  Our next meeting is scheduled 

for August 1, 2013 and will start at 6:30 PM to allow time for a walk-thru of the 

property. 
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EVERYWHERE FUN FAIR VBS 
 

Thank you to all the amazing volunteers that helped make this year's 

morning Vacation Bible School so successful.  In the course of the week 

we shared the stories of God's amazing love for “Everyone, Everywhere” 

with 110 children, 32 youth, and 36 adults as we learned that “neighbors 

are friendly, giving, bold, forgiving and welcoming.”  The children also 

learned that our neighbors include people from around the world as we 

learned interesting facts and customs of Japan, Zimbabwe, the United 

Kingdom, Australia and Mexico.   
 

Thank you to the following leaders of this year’s VBS. 
 

Director - Susan Delafield  

Telly the ticket taker and Assembly Leader – Vivian Harr  

Godwin Merrifeather the puppet – Agatha Scales  

AV operator - Ray Taylor  

Assembly and Music Leader - Kelli Diemert / Courtney Demers 

Craft Leaders - Annelie Tamez / Sharonlee Bartels / Flo Kehoe  

Discovery Leaders - Larry Etter / Alan Delafield  

Recreation Leaders - Robert Freund / Terry White / Bradley Thompson  

Bible Story Leaders – Judy Langford / Vivian Taylor  

Snack Leaders -  LaJean Tyk / Jo Reinschmidt / Georganne Freund / Carol West / Susanne Garvin 

Preschool Leader – Jackie Purvis  

Registration Leaders - Mary Holmes / Valda Lingle / Hermy Rudloff / Ylita Hoffman 

Nursery – Jenny Mansbach  

Small Group Leaders – Jeanie Etter / Leslie Rice / Leila Hileman / Anne Verner / Mike Verner 

Photographer – Cindy Jenkins 

Director’s Assistant – Heather Mason 

Set Design - Barbara Gadsby / Sandy Gadsby 

Friday Lunch Helpers—Ethel Balbaugh / Debbie Barrow /  Anna Virdell 

A special thanks to Clyde Jenkins and LaBatt Foods for the fruit and vegetable donations for 

snacks and lunch.  A huge thank you to all the youth who helped as Fair Guides and assisted in the 

various stations throughout the week and for all the extra hands we had during the week at the reg-

istration table and     during lunch on Friday.  Thanks, also, to all those from the congregation who 

donated food, money and supported us with prayers.  As you can see, it takes many hands to make 

a successful VBS.   
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 Parents  Night  Out  
August Parents Night Out  -  Friday  August 2nd!!! 

 

Volunteers are always needed 

for our monthly 

 Parent’s Night Out Ministry 

Scheduled on the first Friday 

night of each month.    

Getting involved is such a  

blessing to these children.  

We will have a new time frame 

starting in August. 

 The children arrive at 6:30 pm 

for play, dinner, story, crafts, and games and stay till 9:30 pm.  We are using our Power Xpress 

Sunday School curriculum as a basis for planning each month’s activities.  

 It’s a blessing to reach children with the Good News of Jesus Christ.   

This outreach is a living expression of the vitality of this church.   

Please contact Maria Cantu at 270-505-3578  

We resumed our series on Lifelong Health with Dr. Anthony A. 

Goodman and now understand that Shangrala is not so much a place 

as it is a lifestyle.  We can all pretty much get the results of such a 

mythical place by changing our lifestyle right here where we are!  

Stay tuned or come join us to learn how at our meetings.  We also 

approved a $500.00 contribution from the Methodist Men to the Bill 

Leader Kitchen remodel memorial.  Remember, Methodist Men 

meet the second Sunday of each month with breakfast in the gym at 

8:00 AM, followed by a 30 minute lecture by Dr. Goodman. 

     By Robert Freund 

 

(First Sunday of each month we do our UMM Pancake Breakfast) 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=BJGrmPxbHglMWM&tbnid=VXXu036nTYmJiM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.tomcopelandblog.com%2Flegal-insurance%2F&ei=yL10Ud2pFsSe2gXIgoH4CQ&bvm=bv.45512109,d.b2I&psig=AFQj
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Church Office 
 

Monday-Thursday 
 9:00 am to 4:00pm 

 

 Friday   9:00 am to 12:00 pm 
 

Phone:  (210) 822-0252 
Fax:  (210) 828-2195 

 

Church Email Address 
Information@stmattsumcsa.org 

 

St. Matthew’s Website 
www.stmattsumcsa.org 

 

 

St. Matthew’s Day School 
Phone:  (210) 826-4850 
Fax:  (210) 822-5425 

dayschool@stmattsumcsa.org 

      Worship Services 

 
 

        Sunday Worship— 
 

8:30 a.m.—Traditional Worship 
                  Service/Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m.—Blended Worship 
                   Service/Sanctuary 
 

Sunday School—9:45 a.m. 
  

Wednesday Communion 
Praise Service—6:30 p.m. 
 

WORSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Pastor’s Office Hours 
 
Monday: 9:00 a.m.— 4:00 
p.m. 
 
Tuesday 9:00 a.m.—Noon 
 
Wednesday:  1:00 p.m.—3:00 
p.m. 
 
Thursday: 9:00 a.m.—Noon 

CHURCH STAFF 
 

Pastor:       Alan Delafield 
Business Administrator:   
                Hermy Rudloff 
Children & Family Ministries 
Director:     Judy Langford 
College/Youth Ministries 
Director:     Tim Diemert 
Day School Director:   
                Kelly LaRose 
Secretary:   Carolyn Johnston 
Music Director: David Cain 
Organist:     Irwin Witebsky 
Handbell Director:   
                    Susan Collins 

PRAYER CONCERNS             UPDATED 07/23/2013 
 

 

Members, 
 

Please review our prayer concern list below.  If you notice an individual has been 

blessed by healing, or if you feel your name or another name should be removed 
from  this  list,  please  notify  the  church  secretary  to remove the name.  Church  

office  210-822-0252 or email  
information@stmattsumcsa.org 
 
Members of St. Matt’s who  need our  prayers for healing: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Members in Healthcare Facilities: 
 

Elizabeth Rutherford @ Patriot Heights Retirement Center 
Ernie Upton @ Elmcroft (Windcrest) 
Priscilla Grammar @  San Pedro Manor 
Jeff Coffey @ Independence Hill 
Elise (Tinkey) Word @ Los Patios 
Maurine Wells @ Emeritus Oakwell Farms 
Carol Keim @  Los Patios #226 
Joe Cross @ Waterford (Thousand Oaks) 
 
 

 

Members and Members’ family in the active military: 
 

Hector Rodriguez, grandson of Arlene Rodriguez (Marines, wounded) 
Trey Willette, Ginger Klaerner’s brother (in Afghanistan) 
Ben Curry, son of Stephen & Sharon Curry (Army-Afganistan) 
Kirk Hebert, nephew of Jeanne (Air Force) 
Andy Miscisin, son-in-law of Lucy & Jack Hoover (Air Force) 
Jarrett Sonnen, grandson of Helen Olson (Afghanistan) 
Eddie Watson, nephew of Jeanne Adams  
Dan and Stephan LaMothe (Air Force) 
Raleigh Gosdin, grandson of Arlene Morgan (Air Force, Korea) 
Anna Virdell (Air Force) 
Kevin Pople 
Matthew McConnell (Navy) Grandson of Nilda McConnell 
  

Susan Collins Don Culwell  Clark Erwin Lottie Ewan 
Jack Hoover Marsha Humphries Paul Ledford Linell Pipes 
Duncan Rice Arlene Rodriguez Garret Rouse Lisa Strand 
Kay Washington Terry White Lila Wilson 

Family and friends of our members who need our prayers: 
 

Ben Barnes (son-in-law of Ray & Vivian Taylor) Helen Cain (mother of David Cain) 
Randy Chivers (grandson of Wilma West) Lydia Miller (mother of Burnie Miller) 

Mark Collins (brother of Mike Collins) Ben Rodriguez (son of Arlene Rodriguez) 
Donna  Gilbert (sister-in-law of Heather Mason) Ian Tamez (grandson of Annelie Tamez) 
Jennifer Salm (daughter of Donna & Larry Salm) Sandy McConnel’s Dad 
Margaret Cervantes (Grandmother of Greg Klaerner Diane (sister of Cindy Campbell) 
Polly Campbell (sister-in-law of Richard Hargis) Ed (friend of Kay & Dick Cary) 
Margaret Rudloff (Pat Rudloff Mom) Glen Bartholomew (father of Jeanne Adams) 
Meagan Wall (grandaughter of  Jerry Harvey) Tom Tyk (son of Frank & LaJean Tyk) 
Jim Payne (father-in-law of Alan/Susan’s daughter)  Jacquelyn Lange (friend of Elayne Eubanks) 
Hilary (friend of Anne Zulaica) Bob Keim (brother of Walter Keim) 
The Heil family (friends of James & Kay Washington) Arvin Holland (friend of Marilyn Seich)   
Fritzie (co-worker of Annelie Tamez) Fayetta Molby (Kathy Cain’s Mom) 
Campbell & Jim Martin (Great niece/Brother of Marilyn Seidel) 

Members and Friends who have lost love ones: 
 

Frances Lieberman and family—loss of Frances sister, JoAnn Vaca  
Vivian McCannon Family—Services for Vivian was on July 17th 
Patty Cross Family—Services for Patty was on July 23rd 
Danny Foster—Friend of members of our church family, who died in a car accident  
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ST. MATTHEW’S FAMILY AND FRIENDS: 
 

Please consider  taking advantage of this game offer.  As many of you know, Heather Schenck-Mason is a member of 

River City Ringers and they will be performing the National Anthem before this game.  This particular game will also 

support  Breast Cancer Awareness.  If you are interested, or have any questions, please contact Heather  at: 
 

Email:   dorianbluehmsm@yahoo.com 

Phone:  210-332-8839  (or at church Sunday) 
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No General Meeting 

in August 
 

Christmas in July 

 

On July 20th, the UMW visited 

Stonebrook Manor Nursing 

Home. We took “goodie bags” 

filled with all things “nice”. 

Afterward, we met for lunch at 

Mama’s Café. 

 
 

 

Sarah Circle 

Ladybugs Circle 
 

17 August – 10:00  
Jo Reinschmidt’s 

    

 
    

Manos Juntas Mission (backpack) Project 
UMW would like to thank everyone who helped make this possible: 

· The many individuals who donated supplies and/or money.  
· LaJean, Leila, Jo, Sharonlee & Bradley – for packing supplies. 
· Larry Etter, Leila & Gene – for safe delivery. 

St. Matthews contributed 20 filled backpacks & nearly $200! 
 

 

 

FAITH • HOPE • LOVE IN ACTION 
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TO MY ST. MATTHEW’S FAMILY  
 
The outpouring of your love and care for me during my month-long 

stay in the hospital was a deep spiritual experience for me in what it 

means to live one’s faith.  Scripture tells us “to cast our cares upon 

Him for He cares for us.”  I saw first hand how He demonstrates 

this fact.  He sent an army of His servants from St Matthews to 

show His love and care for me.  Your prayers, visits, telephone calls 

(even while vacationing in Arkansas!), the giving of a special devo-

tional book that so perfectly met my needs, a visit and spaghetti 

dinner for Jim, and the daily arrival of many, many beautiful cards 

with thoughtful, encouraging messages which kept me surrounded 

with your love.  Truly, the love of Christ is the very heart of St. 

Matthews, and I feel very privileged to be in this great family of 

God’s people. 

                       Thank you seems inadequate, but thank you!! 

 

                      Love, in Christ, 

                Marsha Humphries   

                Vivian McCannon 
 

               Vivian entered into  
        eternal rest on July 13, 2013  

                          Patty Cross 
 

                  Patty  entered into  
           eternal rest on July 18, 2013    

In Loving Memory of   Vivian and Patty 
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Dear Friends: 
 

Mark your calendar for this event. 

Wear a UM logo shirt and/or cap and show your colors!  Tickets are $7.00 each (children 2 and 

under are free). 
 

To order tickets ——-contact Bill Gerlt at  210-554-1544 
 

Terry McCandless,  

Dir. Of Leadership Dev. 

San Antonio District—UMC 
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Piano 
Lessons by 
Irwin Witebsky - 
St. Matthew’s organist. 

Expert instruction for a 
reasonable fee.  

Please call (210) 690-2188. 

 

 
Check out our AWESOME  website at www.stmattsumcsa.org 

Comfort-Air Engineering, Inc. 

“A New Generation of Comfort!” 

11403 Jones Maltsberger /  www.comfort-air.com  /  Phone: 210-494-1691 

Robert & Georganne Freund 
St. Mathew’s members since 1984 

Commercial  /  Residential  /  Sales & Service 

 

     CHOLULA’S MEXICAN  

               RESTAURANT                
 

                      10124 Broadway  
         

                   San Antonio,  78217 

            Bus. Phone (210) 824-0671 

                     Fax (210) 824-0936 
 

  BREAKFAST TACOS   3 FOR $3.50 
              Bacon & Egg     Bean & Cheese 

   Chorizo & Egg    Bean & Egg 

    Potatoe & Egg    Egg A La Mexicana 
                               Potato A La Mexicana 

SUNDAY SPECIALS $3.99 
 

2 Eggs, 2 pancakes, 2 bacon, 2 tortillas 
 

Huevos Rancheros with bacon 
 

Migas Plate 
 

Ham & egg plate 
 

        New Business Hours 
      Mon - sat    6 am—3 pm 
      Sunday       7 am— 3 PM 

  AUGUST 2013 

http://www.istockphoto.com/file_thumbview_approve/3602003/2/istockphoto_3602003-coffee-and-beans-woodcut-style.jpg

